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Dramatic historical events have frequently provided subject matter for artists, particularly in pre-twentieth-
century Texas, where works portraying historical, often legendary, events and individuals predominated.
Until now, however, these paintings of Texas history have never received the kind of study given to
historical, fictional, and film versions of the same events. Painting Texas History to 1900 fills this gap with
an interdisciplinary approach that explores these paintings both as works of art and as historical documents.

The author examines the works of more than forty artists, including Henry McArdle, Theodore Gentilz,
Robert Onderdonk, William Huddle, Frederic Remington, Friedrich Richard Petri, Arthur T. Lee, Seth
Eastman, Sarah Hardinge, Frank Reaugh, W. G. M. Samuel, Carl G. von Iwonski, and Julius Stockfleth. He
places each work within its historical and cultural context to show why such subject matter was chosen, why
it was depicted in a particular way, and why such a depiction gained popular acceptance. For example,
paintings of heroic events of the Texas Revolution were especially popular in the years following the Civil
War, when, in Ratcliffe's view, Texans needed such images to assuage the loss of the war and the
humiliation of Reconstruction.

Though the paintings cut across traditional art history categories—from the pictographs of early historic
Indians to European-inspired oil paintings—they are bound together by their artists' intent for them to
function as historically evocative documents. With their visual narratives of events that characterized all of
America's westward expansion—Indian encounters, military battles, farming, ranching, surveying, and the
closing of the frontier—these works add an important chapter to the story of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Parrish:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series). Try to
stumble through book Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Orville Norman:

This Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Painting Texas
History to 1900 (American Studies Series) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Painting
Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Valerie Little:

Here thing why this Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that
similar with Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Painting Texas
History to 1900 (American Studies Series) in e-book can be your alternative.

Virginia Laird:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Painting Texas History to 1900 (American
Studies Series) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a



book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Painting Texas History to 1900 (American Studies Series) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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