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The presentation of bodies in pain has been a major concern in Western art since the time of the Greeks. The
Christian tradition is closely entwined with such themes, from the central images of the Passion to the
representations of bloody martyrdoms. The remnants of this tradition are evident in contemporary images
from Abu Ghraib. In the last forty years, the body in pain has also emerged as a recurring theme in
performance art.

Recently, authors such as Elaine Scarry, Susan Sontag, and Giorgio Agamben have written about these
themes. The scholars in this volume add to the discussion, analyzing representations of pain in art and the
media. Their essays are firmly anchored on consideration of the images, not on whatever actual pain the
subjects suffered. At issue is representation, before and often apart from events in the world.

Part One concerns practices in which the appearance of pain is understood as expressive. Topics discussed
include the strange dynamics of faked pain and real pain, contemporary performance art, international
photojournalism, surrealism, and Renaissance and Baroque art. Part Two concerns representations that
cannot be readily assigned to that genealogy: the Chinese form of execution known as lingchi (popularly the
"death of a thousand cuts"), whippings in the Belgian Congo, American lynching photographs, Boer War
concentration camp photographs, and recent American capital punishment. These examples do not comprise
a single alternate genealogy, but are united by the absence of an intention to represent pain. The book
concludes with a roundtable discussion, where the authors discuss the ethical implications of viewing such
images.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture
(Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies).

Ryan Brown:

The particular book Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and
Visual Studies) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Jose Gould:

Beside this kind of Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual
Studies) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Representations of Pain in Art
and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right
now!

Jillian Harrington:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and
Visual Studies) when you necessary it?
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