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A richly detailed, profoundly engrossing story of how religion has influenced American foreign relations,
told through the stories of the men and women—from presidents to preachers—who have plotted the
country’s course in the world.
 
Ever since John Winthrop argued that the Puritans’ new home would be “a city upon a hill,” Americans’ role
in the world has been shaped by their belief that God has something special in mind for them. But this is a
story that historians have mostly ignored. Now, in the first authoritative work on the subject, Andrew Preston
explores the major strains of religious fervor—liberal and conservative, pacifist and militant, internationalist
and isolationist—that framed American thinking on international issues from the earliest colonial wars to the
twenty-first century. He arrives at some startling conclusions, among them: Abraham Lincoln’s use of
religion in the Civil War became the model for subsequent wars of humanitarian intervention; nineteenth-
century Protestant missionaries made up the first NGO to advance a global human rights agenda; religious
liberty was the centerpiece of Franklin Roosevelt’s strategy to bring the United States into World War II.
 
From George Washington to George W. Bush, from the Puritans to the present, from the colonial wars to the
Cold War, religion has been one of America’s most powerful sources of ideas about the wider world. When,
just days after 9/11, George W. Bush described America as “a prayerful nation, a nation that prays to an
almighty God for protection and for peace,” or when Barack Obama spoke of balancing the “just war and the
imperatives of a just peace” in his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, they were echoing four hundred
years of religious rhetoric. Preston traces this echo back to its source.
 
Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith is an unprecedented achievement: no one has yet attempted such a bold
synthesis of American history. It is also a remarkable work of balance and fair-mindedness about one of the
most fraught subjects in America.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion
in American War and Diplomacy had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Sword of the Spirit, Shield of
Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy is not only giving you much more new information but also
for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship with the book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and
Diplomacy. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Clara Reece:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith:
Religion in American War and Diplomacy reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Nancy Rush:

This Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy is new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Sword of the
Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Roger Sowa:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy we can have



more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Sword
of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy. You can more appealing than now.
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