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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,7 (A-), University of Paderborn (FB Anglistics), 5 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: The National Theatre Company was founded in 1962 with Laurence Olivier as
the director, with the intention to present British dramatic art in the domestic area and in foreign countries, as
well as inviting other European theatres to England. Its original home was the Chichester theatre and the Old
Vic theatre but soon the company decided to set up their own building in London. The Shakespeare
Memorial National Theatre Committee with Olivier as a member formed a building committee to plan the
creation of a building befitting the rank of the National Theatre Company.
The building committee faced the task to find an architect for the project. With the help of the Royal Institute
of British Architects it organized a competition with three hundred participants and chose twenty in the end
for the final round in which Denys Lasdun was unanimously chosen as the architect. He had never designed
a theatre before. This very demanding task took him, his partner Peter Softley and his team over a decade to
fulfil.
The National Theatre was opened in March 1976 with the first play. Together with the concert halls Royal
Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room, the Museum of the Moving Image, the National Film
Theatre and the Hayward Art Gallery for modern art it represents the center of cultural life around the south
bank of the Thames.
The following paper deals with the architecture of the National Theatre, especially with the floor plan and
the architect’s design and intentions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Architecture of the
National Theatre to read.

Maria Green:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually The Architecture of the National Theatre.

Gerald Allen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Architecture of
the National Theatre which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Sarah Porter:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Architecture of the National Theatre. This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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