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The Killer Trail tells the tale of one of the most notorious atrocities to take place during the European
'scramble for Africa', a real life story of insane violence in the heart of an exotic continent that eerily
prefigures fictional accounts such as The Heart of Darkness and Apocalypse Now.

The Voulet-Chanoine mission left Dakar in 1898 for the centre of Africa and the region of Lake Chad with
the aim of establishing effective borders between the French and British empires while 'pacifying' a
notoriously belligerent region. Wreaking havoc as it went along, the mission degenerated into an
extraordinary display of colonial violence and cruelty, leaving a trail of pillage, murder, and enslavement of
the local inhabitants in its wake. When the story of its outrages reached Paris in
1899 there was a public uproar and a second mission was dispatched to investigate. Eventually, on July 14
1899, the two missions met and confronted each other in a dramatic shootout, which led Voulet and
Chanoine to declare their independence from France and their desire to establish an African kingdom
under their own rule. But their mad dreams of kingship were soon cut short when they fell prey to a mutiny
among the African soldiers under their command in which they were both killed.

The whole bizarre tale of Voulet and Chanoine's mission sharply divided opinion back home in France but
was eventually explained away as the action of two deranged minds. Yet, as Bertrand Taithe shows, it was
not simply a tale of individual insanity. In many ways, the actions of Voulet and Chanoine and their men
simply took the violence of European colonialism to a logical extreme, while the way in which the whole
affair was soon forgotten is highly revealing of western attitudes to imperial
excess in Africa and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Killer Trail: A Colonial Scandal in the
Heart of Africa.

Michelle Favors:

The particular book The Killer Trail: A Colonial Scandal in the Heart of Africa has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
looking over this book.

Katherine Adkins:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Killer Trail: A Colonial Scandal in the Heart of Africa.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Killer Trail: A Colonial Scandal in the Heart of Africa
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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