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This important contribution to imperial Chinese history illuminates the basic concerns of the Ming state.
Eminent scholar John W. Dardess shows in fascinating detail how Emperor Jiajing and his grand secretaries
managed affairs of state and how personal ambition and policy differences combined to animate imperial
political life. At the top sat Jiajing, industrious, religious, knowledgeable, ritually pious, but short-tempered
and cruel. His chief assistants during his forty-six-year reign were his four successive grand secretaries. First
was Zhang Fujing, a hard-minded bureaucratic fighter and ideologue, life coach to Jiajing during his youth.
Then came Xia Yan, a superb technocrat who was executed for his part in a major policy dispute. He was
followed by Yan Song, a colossally corrupt machine politician who knew how to please his ruler. Finally
was Xu Jie, a liberal-minded reformer who put a benign edge on the regime’s final years. Drawing on a
treasure trove of the grand secretaries’ personal writings, his narrative brings to life the inner workings of
imperial governance, providing detailed descriptions of the challenging problems and crises faced by the
largest polity on the face of the earth. Richly researched and engagingly written, this book will be essential
reading for scholars and students of Ming China.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

The guide untitled Four Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His Grand Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Four Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His
Grand Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jack Scala:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Four Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His Grand Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China.

Susan Frame:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Four Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His Grand
Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Robin Bone:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book Four
Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His Grand Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Four
Seasons: A Ming Emperor and His Grand Secretaries in Sixteenth-Century China. You can more inviting
than now.
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