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The proposed levels theory presented in this book concerns some developmental changes in the capacity to
selectively encode information and provide rational solutions to problems. These changes are measured by
the behavior exhibited in simple discrimination-learning problems that allow both for information to be
encoded either selectively or nonselectively and for solutions to be produced by associative learning or by
hypothesis-testing.

The simplicity of these problems permits comparisons between infrahuman and human performance and also
between a wide range of ages among humans. Human adults presented with these problems typically encode
the relevant information selectively and solve the problems in a rational mode. Infrahuman animals,
however, typically process the information nonselectively and solve the problems in an automatic,
associative mode. How human children encode the information and solve the problems depends on their age.
The youngest children -- like the infrahuman animals -- mostly encode the information nonselectively and
solve the problems in the associative mode. But between early childhood and young adulthood there is a
gradual, long-term, quantifiable increase in the tendency to encode the information selectively and to solve
the problem by testing plausible hypotheses.

The theory explains in some detail the structure, function, development, and operation of the psychological
system that produces both the ontogenetic and phylogenetic differences. This system is assumed to be
differentiated into an information-processing system and an executive system analogous to the differentiation
of the nervous system into afferent and efferent systems. Each of these systems is further differentiated into
structural levels, with the higher level, in part, duplicating the function of the lower level, but in a more
plastic, voluntary, and efficient manner. The differentiation of the information-processing and executive
systems into different functional levels is presumed to have occurred sometime during the evolution of
mankind with the higher level evolving later than the lower one as the central nervous system became
increasing encephalized. As for human ontogeny, the higher levels are assumed to develop later and more
slowly than their lower-level counterparts.

In addition to accounting for a substantial body of empirical data, the theory resolves some recurrent
controversies that have bedeviled psychology since its inception as a science. It accomplishes this by
showing how information can be both nonselectively and selectively encoded, how automatic associative
learning and rational problem-solving can operate in harmony, and how cognitive development can be both
qualitative and quantitative.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

The actual book Levels of Cognitive Development will bring you to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book Levels of Cognitive Development is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Amanda Furr:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Levels of Cognitive Development can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Jacqueline Britt:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Levels of Cognitive Development can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Virgie Haynes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Levels of
Cognitive Development.
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