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Although Samuel Johnson once remarked that "patriotism is the last refuge of scoundrels," over the course of
the history of the United States we have seen our share of heroes: patriots who have willingly put their lives
at risk for this country and, especially, its principles. And this is even more remarkable given that the United
States is a country founded on the principles of equality and democracy that encourage individuality and
autonomy far more readily than public spiritedness and self-sacrifice.

Walter Berns's Making Patriots is a pithy and provocative essay on precisely this paradox. How is patriotism
inculcated in a system that, some argue, is founded on self-interest? Expertly and intelligibly guiding the
reader through the history and philosophy of patriotism in a republic, from the ancient Greeks through
contemporary life, Berns considers the unique nature of patriotism in the United States and its precarious
state. And he argues that while both public education and the influence of religion once helped to foster a
public-minded citizenry, the very idea of patriotism is currently under attack.

Berns finds the best answers to his questions in the thought and words of Abraham Lincoln, who understood
perhaps better than anyone what the principles of democracy meant and what price adhering to them may
exact. The graves at Arlington and Gettysburg and Omaha Beach in Normandy bear witness to the fact that
self-interested individuals can become patriots, and Making Patriots is a compelling exploration of how this
was done and how it might be again.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Making Patriots? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Roger Waldrop:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Making Patriots as the daily resource information.

James Ellis:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Making Patriots is simple to deliver
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joseph Rankins:

Beside that Making Patriots in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Making Patriots
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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