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When Singapore fell to the Japanese in February 1942, Churchill called it the “largest capitulation in British
history.” Till today, the myth persists that this was due to the British forces’ being caught off-guard, with
their guns facing the wrong direction—towards the sea. This book offers an alternative insight into why
Malaya and Singapore were captured by the Japanese.

The question of the landward defence of Singapore and Malaya was first raised as early as 1918, eventually
taking the form of Operation Matador, the elaborate planning and preparations for which amply demonstrate
that the British fully expected the Japanese to attack Singapore from the rear, and had formulated a plan to
stop the Japanese at the Kra Isthmus. Yet, when the Japanese forces landed, they found Malaya and
Singapore defended by an emasculated fleet, obsolescent aircraft, inadequate artillery and no tanks. The
battle for Malaya and Singapore was lost even before the first shot was fired—in the corridors of power at
Whitehall. Churchill’s half-hearted support for Operation Matador meant that Malaya was starved of the
necessary reinforcements, and the commanders on the spot were expected to “make bricks without straw.”
The question that remains: If implemented, might Operation Matador have stopped the Japanese?
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Operation Matador. Try to make book Operation Matador as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Mark Copeland:

The feeling that you get from Operation Matador may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Operation Matador giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that Operation Matador instantly.

Adele Yeager:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Operation Matador, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Catharine Rosol:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Operation Matador. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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