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Film culture often rejects visually rich images, valuing simplicity, austerity, or even ugliness as more
provocative, political, and truly cinematic. Although cinema challenges traditional ideas of art, this
opposition to the decorative continues a long-standing aesthetic antipathy to feminine cosmetics, Oriental
effeminacy, and primitive ornament. Inheriting this patriarchal and colonial perspective along with the
preference for fine over decorative art, filmmakers, critics, and theorists tend to denigrate cinema's colorful,
picturesque, and richly patterned visions.

Condemning this exclusion of the "pretty" from masculine film culture, Rosalind Galt reevaluates received
ideas about the decorative impulse from early film criticism to classical and postclassical film theory. The
pretty embodies lush visuality, dense mise-en-scène, painterly framing, and arabesque camera
movements—styles increasingly central to world cinema. From European art house cinema to the films of
Wong Kar-wai and Santosh Sivan, from handmade experimental films to the popular pleasures of Moulin
Rouge! and Amelie, pretty is a vital element of contemporary cinema, using visual exuberance to
communicate distinct sexual and political identities. Inverting the logic of anti-pretty thought, Galt firmly
establishes the decorative image as a queer aesthetic, a singular representation of cinema's perverse pleasures
and cross-cultural encounters. Creating her own critical tapestry from perspectives in art and film theory and
philosophy, Galt reclaims prettiness as a radically transgressive style, woven with the threads of political
agency.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

With other case, little persons like to read book Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film and Culture
Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film and Culture Series). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Phyllis Smith:

This book untitled Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film and Culture Series) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Myra McKenzie:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film and Culture Series).

Susan Negri:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film
and Culture Series) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Pretty: Film and the Decorative Image (Film and Culture Series).
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