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This book is about language that is designed to mean what it does not seem to mean. Ciphers and codes
conceal messages and protect secrets. Symbol and magic hide meanings to delight or imperil. Languages
made to baffle and confuse let insiders talk openly without being understood by those beyond the circle.

Barry Blake looks at these and many more. He explores the history and uses of the slangs and argots of
schools and trades. He traces the centuries-old cants used by sailors and criminals in Britain, among them
Polari, the mix of Italian, Yiddish, and slang once spoken among strolling players and circus folk and taken
up by gays in the twentieth century. He examines the sacred languages of ancient cults and religions,
uncovers the workings of onomancy, spells, and gematria, looks into the
obliqueness of allusion and parody, and celebrates the absurdities of euphemism and jargon.

Secret Language takes the reader on fascinating excursions down obscure byways of language, ranging
across time and culture. With revelations on every page it will entertain anyone with an urge to know more
about the most arcane and curious uses of language.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols. Try to make
the book Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols as your buddy. It means that it can to
get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Pam Boyd:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies,
Thieves, and Symbols that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols become your
own personal starter.

Heather Robertson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves,
and Symbols can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Secret
Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols.

Willie Dominguez:

You will get this Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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