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The great lords and powerful public officials of early 18th century England are represented as highwaymen
and thieves in this deliciously satirical ballad opera. In addition to its burlesque of the contemporary vogue
for Italian operatic styles, John Gay's 1728 masterpiece ridicules a broad spectrum of political figures and
social conventions — marriage, lawyers, trade, and even Walpole, the prime minister. Depicting crime and
vice at every level of society, The Beggar's Opera offers a witty and powerful indictment of greed,
hypocrisy, and corruption in all social classes. When Peachum, a receiver of stolen goods, discovers that a
notorious highwayman has eloped with his daughter, the wily old villain turns informer and collects the
reward money as his prospective son-in-law is hauled off to prison. Events take an increasingly absurd turn
as the dashing outlaw romances the jailer's daughter and effects an escape, only to return to the shadow of
the gallows for a farcical climax that parodies the sentimental tragedy of the day.
The Beggar's Opera is in the satirical tradition of Swift and Pope. Its enduring relevance was recognized two
centuries later by Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill, who used it as the basis for their landmark musical, The
Threepenny Opera. This attractive, inexpensive edition of an influential comic gem will be applauded by
theater lovers, students of literature and history, and other readers.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Brumfield:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Beggar's Opera (Dover Thrift Editions), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

William Hickman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Beggar's Opera (Dover Thrift Editions)
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Beggar's Opera (Dover
Thrift Editions).

Andrew Murphy:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
The Beggar's Opera (Dover Thrift Editions). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Dorcas Rogers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The
Beggar's Opera (Dover Thrift Editions).
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