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Though James Clerk Maxwell (1831–1879) is best remembered for his epochal achievements in electricity
and magnetism, he was wide-ranging in his scientific investigations, and he came to brilliant conclusions in
virtually all of them. As James R. Newman put it, Maxwell "combined a profound physical intuition, an
exquisite feeling for the relationship of objects, with a formidable mathematical capacity to establish orderly
connections among diverse phenomena. This blending of the concrete and the abstract was the chief
characteristic of almost all his researches."
Maxwell's work on heat and statistical physics has long been recognized as vitally important, but Theory of
Heat, his own masterful presentation of his ideas, remained out of print for years before being brought back
in this new edition. In this unjustly neglected classic, Maxwell sets forth the fundamentals of
thermodynamics clearly and simply enough to be understood by a beginning student, yet with enough
subtlety and depth of thought to appeal also to more advanced readers. He goes on to elucidate the
fundamental ideas of kinetic theory, and — through the mental experiment of "Maxwell's demon" — points
out how the Second Law of Thermodynamics relies on statistics.
A new Introduction and notes by Peter Pesic put Maxwell's work into context and show how it relates to the
quantum ideas that emerged a few years later. Theory of Heat will serve beginners as a sound introduction to
thermal physics; advanced students of physics and the history of science will find Maxwell's ideas
stimulating, and will be delighted to discover this inexpensive reprint of a long-unavailable classic.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

The experience that you get from Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics) will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who
read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Theory of Heat (Dover Books on
Physics) instantly.

Debra Heffner:

The actual book Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Virginia White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Theory of Heat (Dover Books on
Physics).

Lauren Miner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics)
or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Theory of Heat (Dover Books on Physics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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