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Like two roosters in a fighting arena, Haiti and the Dominican Republic are encircled by barriers of
geography and poverty. They co-inhabit the Caribbean island of Hispaniola, but their histories are as deeply
divided as their cultures: one French-speaking and black, one Spanish-speaking and mulatto. Yet, despite
their antagonism, the two countries share a national symbol in the rooster--and a fundamental activity and
favorite sport in the cockfight. In this book, Michele Wucker asks: "If the symbols that dominate a culture
accurately express a nation's character, what kind of a country draws so heavily on images of cockfighting
and roosters, birds bred to be aggressive? What does it mean when not one but two countries that are
neighbors choose these symbols? Why do the cocks fight, and why do humans watch and glorify them?"

Wucker studies the cockfight ritual in considerable detail, focusing as much on the customs and histories of
these two nations as on their contemporary lifestyles and politics. Her well-cited and comprehensive volume
also explores the relations of each nation toward the United States, which twice invaded both Haiti (in 1915
and 1994) and the Dominican Republic (in 1916 and 1965) during the twentieth century. Just as the owners
of gamecocks contrive battles between their birds as a way of playing out human conflicts, Wucker argues,
Haitian and Dominican leaders often stir up nationalist disputes and exaggerate their cultural and racial
differences as a way of deflecting other kinds of turmoil. Thus Why the Cocks Fight highlights the factors in
Caribbean history that still affect Hispaniola today, including the often contradictory policies of the U.S.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans,
Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?

Gregory Howard:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola book
is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans,
Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Betsy Aguilar:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you is Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola this book consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Bradley Cox:

Beside that Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for Hispaniola in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Why the Cocks Fight: Dominicans, Haitians, and the Struggle for
Hispaniola because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The



Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and read it from currently!
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